
WW2 was one of the biggest events in history. It killed 85 million people; 3% of the world's 
population (there were 2-3 billion people in the world back in 1940. Europe was heavily 

involved. a map of Europe during World War 2. 
 
 
The war started because of many reasons. Japan wanted to take over all of Asia, Germany had 
a new leader of the Nazi party. There was a large economic depression of the 1920s. People 
had no jobs, businesses closed and trade was decreasing. After all of this, Germany needed a 
new leader. His name was Adolf Hitler. Germany formed a group called the Axis and Italy joined 
in 1940 because they wanted to end the British empire which took over many countries. Japan 
also joined as they had extra support for their pursuit of Asia. The main reason for the war 
starting was because of Germany invading Poland and not giving up their invasion. Britain and 
France declared war on Germany and that was the start of the war in Europe. Japan started 
attacking in September 1940.  
 
 
In WW2, there was a new way of fighting: in the air. People still fought on the ground but planes 
were used often to drop bombs. There were lots of new bombs being invented that were much 
deadlier than the ones before.  
 
 
The Blitz: 
 
The Blitz was a campaign that had no fighting on the ground; only planes. Germany bombed 
England heavily and this caused a huge fight of planes bombing and this continued for 8 
months.  
 
 
D-Day: 
 



D-Day was the invasion of Normandy, France in 1944. It was fought on many beaches. It was 
quite intense; as it was towards the end of WW2. The way they got there was overseas as 
France is very close to England. The soldiers defeated the axis at Normandy as the war was 
coming to a close.  
 
 
The war ended in 1945 because it was clear that Britain and the allies were going to win the 
war; and Germany didn't want to lose more people. It was too much for Adolf Hitler, so he killed 
himself. Germany had no leader so they surrendered. Now in Europe everyone was celebrating. 
But the war isn't over yet. Japan and the USA were still fighting. The US dropped nuclear bombs 
on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The bombs killed many people and Japan 
had to surrender. Now this was the end of the war in the whole world. 
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